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INTRODUCTION

This project is looking at the difficulties faced by India. India faces in the Indo-Pacific region,
particularly because of China's growing power. It will focus on the QUAD, a group that works to
keep key sea routes free from military or political control. India and China have a contentious
relationship, with India concerned about China's growing military presence and aggressive behavior
on their shared border. This has led India to take a more active role in the QUAD to counterbalance
China's influence. The primary goals of the QUAD are to preserve global order, ensure freedom of
navigation, and maintain a liberal trade system in the region. The project will investigate whether the
liberal order can be maintained in the region with China's growing military power, as well as the
challenges India faces in its role in the Indo-Pacific and whether India's focus is shifting from the
Indian Ocean to the Indo-Pacific to confront China's rise. Theresearch method used will be deductive
and qualitative, using both primary and secondary sources.

INDO PACIFIC IN INDIAN CONTEXT

The Indo-Pacific region has become a key area of focus for India in recent years, as thecountry looks
to secure its economic and strategic interests in the region, counterbalance the rising influence of
China, and assert itself as a major player in globalaffairs.

One of the main drivers of India's engagement in the Indo-Pacific is the region's economic
importance to the country. The Indo-Pacific is home to some of the world's most important shipping
lanes, through which a significant portion of India's trade and energy flows. Additionally, the region
is home to a number of key strategic partners, including Japan, Australia, and the United States, with
whom India has been strengthening its ties in recent years.

Another important factor driving India's engagement in the Indo-Pacific is its growing concern about
the rise of China in the region. China has been increasingly assertive in its territorial claims in the
South China Sea, which has led to tensions with a number ofcountries in the region, including India.
As a result, India has been actively seeking to build a network of strategic partners in the Indo-
Pacific, in order to counterbalance China's growing influence in the region.

India’s "Act East" policy is one of the key initiatives through which the country has beenseeking to
strengthen its ties with countries in the Indo-Pacific region, particularly in Southeast Asia. This policy
has led to a number of high-level visits, trade deals, and jointmilitary exercises between India and
countries in the region. Additionally, India has beenactively involved in a number of regional forums,
such as the ASEAN, the East Asia Summit, and the Quad, which bring together countries from the
region to discuss issuesof shared concern.

India has also been working to enhance its naval capabilities to project its power in the Indo-Pacific
region. India's "blue water" navy will give it the ability to project power far from its shores, and its
increasing participation in UN peacekeeping operations and other multilateral initiatives has
demonstrated its commitment to peace and stability inthe region.

In conclusion, India's engagement in the Indo-Pacific is driven by a combination of economic,
strategic, and diplomatic considerations. The country is seeking to secure its own interests in the
region, counterbalance the rise of China, and assert itself as a major player in global affairs. India's

Page | 186 DOI : 10.36893.DRSR.2021.V13102N01.186-191 Copyright @ 2023 Authors



Dogo Rangsang Research Journal UGC Care Group | Journal
ISSN : 2347-7180 Vol-13, Issue-2, No. 1, February 2023
actions in the Indo-Pacific are an indication of its commitment to a free, open, and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region where the sovereignty ofall nations is respected and the rule of law prevails.
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FIGURE 1

FORMATION OF QUAD

The Quad is a strategic forum comprising of four countries: Japan, Australia, India, andthe United
States. The forum was first established in 2007, but was later dissolved in 2008. In 2017, it was
revived and has since been an active platform for the fourcountries to discuss regional security and
economic issues in the Indo-Pacific region.The Quad's primary focus is on ensuring a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific region, where the sovereignty of all nations is respected, and the rule of law
prevails. The Quad members work together to promote peace, stability and security in the regionby
engaging in dialogue, capacity building and practical cooperation.

One of the main reasons for the Quad's formation is the growing concern about China's increasing
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region, particularly in the South China Sea.The Quad members have
been actively working to counterbalance China's growing influence in the region, through a variety of
diplomatic and military efforts.

The Quad's emphasis on a free and open Indo-Pacific region is also reflected in its efforts to promote
economic cooperation in the region. The Quad members have been actively working to enhance
connectivity and infrastructure development in the region, in order to promote economic growth and
prosperity.

In addition to promoting regional stability and economic cooperation, the Quad also serves as a
platform for the four countries to discuss and coordinate their efforts on a wide range of issues,
including counter-terrorism, cyber security, and disaster relief.

The Quad has faced some criticism from China, which sees it as an attempt to contain its rise and
influence in the region. However, the Quad members have stated that the forum is not aimed at
containing China, but rather promoting a free and open Indo- Pacific region for the benefit of all
nations.

GEOPOLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF INDO PACIFIC

The Indo-Pacific region is of increasing geopolitical importance due to its role as a major trade and
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economic hub and its strategic significance in terms of international security. The region
encompasses countries that are major players in global affairs such as China, Japan, India,
Australia, US, and many others.
India is showing a shift in its policy from just focusing on the Indian Ocean to also including the
Indo-Pacific region. This shift is demonstrated through the following initiatives:

» SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) has been introduced by the government,
which promotes a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific based on cooperation and a rule-
based order.

> India held the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) in 2019 in New Delhi, whichcontinues
to engage the global strategic community in an annual review of India's opportunities and
challenges in the Indo-Pacific region.

> India has avoided participating in several military and naval exercises in order toprotect its
relationship with China. Despite being a major Indo-Pacific power, it has refused to allow
countries like Australia to participate in the annual multinational exercise Malabar, which is
led by India.

» India has been an active participant in organizations such as the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA), the East Asia Summit, and the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting.

The region is home to some of the world's most vital shipping lanes, through which a significant
portion of global trade and energy flows. This makes the region a key economic hub, with countries
competing for access to resources and markets. This competition has led to an increasing number of
territorial disputes, particularly in the South China Sea, which have the potential to disrupt global
trade and stability.In addition to economic considerations, the Indo-Pacific is also of strategic
importance due to its military significance. The region is home to a number of key naval bases and
military assets, making it a potential flashpoint for conflicts between major powers. With the
increasing military capabilities of countries such as China, the United States and other countries in
the region have been strengthening their military ties and presence in the Indo-Pacific to ensure
stability and security.

The importance of the Indo-Pacific region is further highlighted by the increasing number of
multilateral initiatives and forums established to address the region's economic and security
challenges. The Quad, ASEAN, and the East Asia Summit are justa few examples of such initiatives,
which bring together countries from the region to discuss issues of shared concern.

In conclusion, the Indo-Pacific region has become an increasingly important area of focus for
countries around the world due to its economic and strategic significance. The region's economic and
military importance makes it a key area of competition and cooperation between major powers, and
the increasing number of multilateral initiatives established to address the region's challenges
highlights the importance of the region to global stability and prosperity.
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ARMY EXERCISES IN INDO PACIFIC REGION

Army exercises in the Indo-Pacific region have become an increasingly important aspect of
international security and diplomacy in recent years. These exercises are designed toenhance military
readiness and cooperation between countries in the region, and are a means of demonstrating
commitment to regional security and stability.

One of the key reasons for the growing importance of army exercises in the Indo-Pacificis the region's
strategic significance. The Indo-Pacific is home to some of the world's most vital shipping lanes,
through which a significant portion of global trade and energyflows. Additionally, the region is home
to a number of key naval bases and military assets, making it a potential flashpoint for conflicts
between major powers.

As a result, a number of countries in the region have been engaging in joint army exercises in order to
enhance their military readiness and cooperation. The United States, Japan, Australia, and India are
among the countries that have been leading the way in this regard, and have been conducting a number
of joint exercises in recent years.

These exercises have been aimed at a wide range of objectives, including enhancing interoperability
between participating countries, improving disaster response capabilities, and strengthening
regional security. Some of the exercises have been focused on specific scenarios, such as maritime
security or humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

The increasing number of army exercises in the Indo-Pacific region is also a reflection of the
changing strategic landscape in the region. The rise of China as a major power in the region has led
to increasing tensions with other countries in the region, and has led to a greater focus on military

Page | 189 DOI : 10.36893.DRSR.2021.V13102N01.186-191 Copyright @ 2023 Authors



Dogo Rangsang Research Journal UGC Care Group | Journal
ISSN : 2347-7180 Vol-13, Issue-2, No. 1, February 2023
readiness and cooperation.

In conclusion, army exercises in the Indo-Pacific region have become an increasingly important
aspect of international security and diplomacy in recent years. These exercises are designed to
enhance military readiness and cooperation between countries in the region, and are a means of
demonstrating commitment to regional security and stability. The increasing number of army
exercises in the Indo-Pacific region is a reflection of the changing strategic landscape in the region

and the need forcountries to be prepared for any eventuality.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Indo-Pacific region has become an increasingly important area of focus for
countries around the world due to its economic and strategic significance. The region's economic
importance is highlighted by the fact that it is home to some ofthe world's most vital shipping lanes,
through which a significant portion of global tradeand energy flows. Additionally, the region is home
to a number of key naval bases and military assets, making it a potential flashpoint for conflicts
between major powers.

Countries in the Indo-Pacific regioni have been actively engaged in shaping the geopolitical landscape
of the region through a series of strategic initiatives and diplomatic efforts. India has been particularly
active in this regard, with its "Act East" policy and participation in multilateral forums such as the
ASEAN, the East Asia Summit,and the Quad being key examples.

The rise of China as a major power in the region has led to increasing tensions with other countries
in the region, and has led to a greater focus on military readiness and cooperation through joint army
exercises. These exercises are aimed at enhancing military readiness and cooperation between
countries in the region, and are a means of demonstrating commitment to regional security and
stability.

The importance of the Indo-Pacific region is further highlighted by the increasing number of
multilateral initiatives and forums established to address the region's economic and security
challenges. The Quad, ASEAN, and the East Asia Summit are justa few examples of such initiatives,
which bring together countries from the region to discuss issues of shared concern.

In summary, the Indo-Pacific region has become an increasingly important area of focusfor countries
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around the world due to its economic and strategic significance. The increasing number of
multilateral initiatives and army exercises in the region highlights the importance of the region to
global stability and prosperity, and the need for countries to work together to address the region's
challenges.
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