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Abstract 

At the time between the two world wars Premchand's' literature has socially constructed in such way 

that it had too much political and economic context. He had knowledge about women's exploitation 

and brutal living conditions. The systematic pattern of women's ideals, and expectations, are finely 

portrayed in Premchand's novel. Women’s oppressions such as child marriage, widowhood, dowry 

issues all were addressed in the novels of Premchand.  This study will mainly focus on the religious 

ethic of communities, education, the brutal and devastating treatment of the untouchable, and mainly 

the miserable life of Indian women.   
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Introduction 

During 1920 to 1936, Premchand's novels mainly focused on knowing and understanding the 

behaviors and women's oppression in various societies and communities in realistic vision. The 

period between the two world wars, the destruction of ongoing wars, and the catastrophic outcome of 

the war by the British and Europe occurs. The outbreak of two ongoing wars witnessed devastating 

results in all kinds of sections in India.  In early modern history, the necessity of women's 

recognition to a certain extent also focuses on the effect of women's leads in various categories such 

as social leading, economic growth, and historical analysis. 

The results of women in literature and art still have all kinds of limitations and remain grave, 

especially in the main context of early history and modern Indian history. In literature many female 

writers used male pseudonym for the purpose of appreciation, Middlemarch writer Mary Ann Evans 

who used the name George Eliot is a clear example of the world was completely male dominant, 

India is far more orthodox when it comes to women and religion.  For this reason, the contemporary 

context of women in literature becomes extremely crucial and important. India had a cruel practice of 

sati which was later abolished. Then widowhood, child marriage, no education for girl child, all these 

practices were abolished gradually. There were many leaders who made this progress possible and 

Premchand is one of those. This paper will further discuss the religious ethics of communities, 

education, and the brutal and devastating life of Indian women. 

 

The social and religious status of women in India during world war 

Premchand represented women's circumstances in Indian society and literature in the early 20th 

century when some new social and religious consciousness arises in some parts of society. Indian 

conservative society and their orthodox culture give an inferior condition and status to all women 

along with the untouchable women to sustain or maintain a certain kind of status (Dhal 34). Indian 

women are objectified and subjected to the pre-election period system, illogical religious code of 

chastity, and illiteracy, and also forced to maintain a hard and dense lifestyle. After the death of their 

husbands, religious and social ethics taken care very paramount care to keep their own women 

underdeveloped and backward tradition with a vision of contaminating every social process 

(Lalhruaimawii 1017). Limiting their fundamental rights and also restricting their attitude towards 

social activity and religious ethics and rights. Premchand had done a revolutionary thing after his 
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marriage was a failure he married a widow, Shivranidevi, in 1906, who become a widow at the age 

of eleven (Sharma 18). This was a revolutionary idea at that time.  

Premchand was deeply heartened and emotionally affected by the miserable and deplorable condition 

of women, their helplessness, and their agony. He condemns religious societies and communities for 

decreasing and reducing women's and children's value in ethics and force to be socially objective of 

man’s lust and subjectivelyas reproducing machines. With all his power and might he tried to restore 

and interlace social justice and fundamental rights for women and children and their protection and 

value against patriarchal society and man (Charles 96). The social status and living conditions of 

women and children, and the captive religious status of Indian women are highly portrayed in each 

and every form of oppression in his novel. Premchand’s every story includes inappropriate 

marriages, the evil outcome of the dowry system, the suffering and agony of a widow, and 

misfortune inflicted by the British government and soldiers on women and children. Premchand was 

an early and modern Indian history author and his literature was viewed as a make change in society 

as well as history (Alipbayeva 124). Together with creating a world of make-believe justice for 

women and social changes, the main analysis and examination were the brutal reality of living and 

social injustice towards women (Zaman 11). In the novel Nirmala, a fifteen year old girl has the title 

name, who is about to get married at the tender age which was common those days and the 

conversation between Nirmala and her Krishna as follow: 

“Why don’t you tell Amma that you will not leave?” 

“I did, but any body does listen?” 

“So, is this not your home?” 

“No, if it was so, then would anyone have forcefully turned me out?” 

“Then, in this same way, I shall also be made to leave one day?” 

“Of course, what else? Will you keep sitting here? We are girls. Girls do not have a home 

anywhere.” (Premchand 5) 

This clear shows the intensity of child marriage through the writing of Premchand. Also, regarding 

making a change of big social awareness is vital. Because it has been done so long that the consistent 

and simultaneous change will undo misbehavior and ruthless activity that being done to women. In 

Wikipedia The Child Marriage topic says that, Even the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, 

suggested the legal minimum age of marriage was set at 14 for girls.  

During Premchand’s period, the horrible condition of Indian women was tragic and agonizing. It is 

assumed that the birth of girl children was considered very unlucky and unholy which bring 

misfortune to the family. Between the age of 12 and 14 girls are forcefully married to an undisclosed 

person even without their consent (Herbenick 424). A large number of girls are married to men much 

older than them. In many occurrences, a massive number of innocent juvenile girls are being 

enforced to marry too much older and aged men with great wealth, and prosperous life, and in some 

cases that lead them to great suffering throughout their whole life. A few times the falling marriage 

system indicates the massive and pathetic living condition of women in their own families. At that 

time girls and women are notable victims of oppression and also, they have no right to inherit their 

father's property (Saifnazarov 761). Specifically, the widows are measured and considered as bad 

creatures and not allowed to have any social life and limiting their basic human rights. The massive 

amount of disgrace and humiliation leads some of them to commit suicide and get into prostitution. 

One of the bizarre things in that time was the domestic violence of women in the lower cast women 

more than in the upper caste women. 

The struggle of women against social exploitation 

The upper caste women face more struggle and humiliation in social communities and religious 

gatherings than lower-caste women. Lower caste women have several advantages such as girls and 

women participating in various types of households and outside work. Women take part doing 
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agriculture work beside men and also do all types of housework (Whittl 35). And for this reason, 

they become a vital asset to the family. On the other hand, upper-caste women as compared to lower-

caste women are more self-independent and much more economically self-reliant. Thus, there are 

vital roles in both conservative customs and domestic families of lower caste women more than in 

upper caste of women (Jabeen 2731). It is also presumed and well known the remarriage of the 

widow in the society of lower caste women (Yadav 449) as well as if they are very dissatisfied with 

their husband, they can change their living with another person or an alternate person. Some lower 

caste women can even desert their husbands; their society will not interfere with their lives and won’t 

be limiting their rights in society. Beyond the upper caste and lower caste of women Premchand 

mainly illustrates women and girls who struggle with exploitation. 

 

Feminism in Premchand’s novel 
Premchand’s story broadly describes women's problems and concerns about limitations and 

restrictions in his era. Various explorations and endeavors indicate the feminism and feminists of 

women and girls. Premchand’s main goal was to create or define a solution for their problem and 

highlight the socio-cultural complexities of women (Sharma 234). Revealing the sadistic reality of 

social and religious systems, the expansion of low-caste women, and segregation are finely portrayed 

in his work. Premchand wants to highlight the poor and pathetic living conditions of those women. 

The lower caste system including women can be considered the main period of exploitation, poverty, 

and segregation of women (Arora 329). This study paper also gives a point on the several women 

who are a victim of both brahminical and patriarchal social dogma. The pathetic condition rural 

women are forced to be the victim of both domestic and sexual violence by men and patriarchal 

society. For this reason, those torture, and abuse treatments leave them shattered both mentally and 

physically. 

 

Premchand’s Women 

Premchand has given a detailed account of women's condition including their suffering; they prevent 

their social injustice and social rights against men and the patriarchal society. Among many more 

powerful women, some of them are Nirmala, Suman, Dhania, and Prema. Nirmala was a center-

focused character in the Premchand’s work. In Nirmala’s journey, she was married to a man the 

same as her father age. Despite of that her powerful determination from a poor student to a wife and 

then a mother is a strong and powerful reflection. One of the last spoken dialogues are: “Death won’t 

come because you called him” (Premchand 188) and I don’t know what sines I commited in my past 

life, for which this was my repentence. In this life, if I planted throns, then what would the condition 

be in my next?” (Premchand 190). Nirmala’s story started at the age of fifteen with a fear of 

marriage and gone through lots of ups and downs and ended with repentance and regret. This is a 

clear indication of Premchand as a realistic portrayer of the Indian society. 

Suman was being highlighted her choice of everything that a social and religious community throws 

at her. Through Premchand writing Suman's character is mainly highlighted in the primary hypocrisy 

of the powerful (Singh 414). Dhania,a character in Godan a charathe wife of Hori was the main 

central charge of miseries. She supports mainly the women who are being taunted by their own 

society and culture and help them to fight against that injustice and abuse. Prema, a character in the 

novel Pratigya , was one of the main strong characters in Premchand's novel. Prema was the 

character who gives a high spot on the poor and miserable condition of widows in India. From this 

point, it can be observed that through Premchand’s novel, many women have stood up against their 

miserable life, social injustice, and social dogmas. From those women, many girls inspire and 

motivate to speak up against their abuse. 

 

Discussion 
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In this study the main discussion is about women’s horrible living conditions, their miserable life, 

and great humiliation in society in the Premchand’s novel. Both upper-caste and lower-caste women 

struggled against their social injustice and exploitation. Women and girls from each and every 

section of society were suffering from humiliation, social limitations, and torture. Author Premchand 

wanted to create awareness and the main goal was to increase consciousness in the social 

communities and various religious gather. To be successful, this goal Premchand represented women 

and girls who were both socially and politically awake (Gupta 14). In many of Premchand's writing, 

it has been noticed that women are fighting along with their disabilities and consistently stand up 

against their family and social discrimination. The author himself also wants to awaken awareness in 

the social gathering by pointing out the horrible and pathetic things done to women and juvenile 

girls. It has been seen in Premchand’s major work clearly represented the cruel reality of social 

injustice, suppression, and lower caste women and upper caste women. It includes various aspects 

such as economic corruption, abuse of lower caste women, restricting women's basic rights, and 

preventing widows from socially participating. Some of the girls suffer throughout their whole life 

after the death of their husbands. After the failing marriage, the girls become widowed and cornered 

in society. By limiting their fundamental human rights most girls are seen as bad women and under 

social taboos, and cause of this many women take their very own life. This brutal condition and 

situation of Indian women create a great impact on author Premchand, for this reason, he started to 

make full awareness about this in writing, spreading messages about their poor condition in society. 

Both lower-caste women's and upper-caste women’s struggles are also included in Premchand’s 

writing. The upper caste women suffer more agony than the lower caste of women, the lower caste 

women took part in various types of domestic chores and agriculture work along with the man, in 

that at some point they become an asset of the family and also have several advantages. On the other 

hand, the upper caste women don't have the advantage and also had many limitations in society.  

 

Conclusion 

From the above study it can be concluded that Premchand’s vision of the social status of women 

considered that he had a deep understanding of their pathetic living conditions. He also had 

confidence that one-day Indian women can put an end to all these humiliations, exploitations, and 

misuse towards them in society as well as religious gatherings. For him, those innocent girls and 

women can stand up and have the capacity to face all social problems and suppression. The author 

himself deeply want to spread information about how women and under-aged girls suffer their whole 

life cause of some social and religious dogmas followed by people, the poor and terrible conditions 

moved him so deeply that he portrayed women's oppression in his writing. Premchand believes that 

equality between men and women is necessary for the growth of society. 
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