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Abstract 

Suresh Biswas was a man of strong will, bravery and a man who does not know what defeat is. He 

was born in mid of 19th Century Bengal. During the period, Bengal showed renaissance in almost 

every aspects of Bengali Lifestyles. In the year of his born, Rabindranath Tagore, the renowned and 

beloved poet all over the world and after two years of his born Swami Vivekananda, another 

renowned Bengali were born. As Suresh Biswas spent a large part of his life in abroad, he did not 

come in limelight with other famous Bengalis. In the article, I would focus on the activityful life of 

Suresh Biswas who was also a Bengali and made Bengalis proud with his activities in various 

countries all over the globe. 
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 Introduction  

Suresh Biswas was the name of a Bengali who did not fear. He knew nothing but advancing towards 

the front. In this article I will be trying to portrait his deeds with analyses from historical thoughts 

and logical conclusion. 

 

Objectives of the study 

 To understand Indians’ lives in 19th century. 

 To understand the almost forgotten man Suresh Biswas from the mind of Indians. 

 To understand Bengalis, who are many times mocked as homesick, in respect of life of 

Suresh Biswas who from his very young age was out of India. 

 To make a better understand of Bengal renaissance from staying away of popular faces of the 

Bengal renaissance in 19th century. 

 

Research Methodology 

The paper is based on analytical research methodology. From different sources like some biographies 

of him, some newspaper articles in India and abroad, I am trying to make a critical analysis the life 

of Suresh Biswas. At last I am trying to come into a critical conclusion. 

 

Birth and Early Life 

He was born in Nathpur at Nadia on 1861 A.D. Now where is Nathpur? Nathpur is a little village on 

the bank of Ichamati, a forty miles distant from Krishnanagar of Nadia. His father was Girish 

Chandra Biswas who worked in a government office. Girish Chandra and his ancestors were ardent 

followers of Sree Chaitnya and the Gaudiya Vaishnavism. He had two sons and three daughters. 

Suresh Chandra was the eldest of them. From childhood he was a fearless and agile person. He was 

the leader of all his friends in the village. We can see a most important characteristic of him from his 

childhood days i.e. though he seemed indifferent to all types of rages and no sign of crying or feeling 

pain was expressed in his face, gentle words and treatment make him slave to it. 

In his childhood, once his mother tried to become him afraid, keeping his palm over a lamp. Though 

he felt pain, he uttered no sound. He bore the pain. This incident gives us the idea of his power of 

bearing pain. If we look on the childhood of Shivaji, he loved to hear the stories of heroism of many 

characters of our mythology. Suresh did the same. He loved to listen about many heroic characters of 

mythology like Arjuna, Bhisma and others. He also loved to listen about western kings and generals 

like Alexander the great, Liodinus of Sparta, Julius Cesar, Napoleon Bonaparte and others. 
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In his two years, an incident took place in his life which proved his generosity to ill, sick, powerless 

and his fight against any type of rages. In the time the cats of the villages were very dangerous and 

sometimes dogs also became frightened to them. Once a cat with whom Suresh shared his meal daily 

tried to make a squirrel in his prey, Suresh with his tiny hands and fingers tried the cat to resist it 

from killing the squirrel. But the cat was not eager to leave his prey and a obvious fight issued 

between the animal and the boy. Between the fight, a man entered onto the spot and rescued Suresh 

from the cat. Suresh was to lie in the bed for months after the incident being ill. From the incident we 

again got the picture of his bravery.  

 

Student life 

After sometimes, Girish Chandra moved to then Calcutta for his work and took Suresh Chandra with 

him. Suresh was admitted to a school named the London Missionary Society’s Institution in Calcutta. 

But he loved to train his body more than his brain. Though he never loved to read much, he learned 

little English. Actually he did not like formal education. When he was eleven years old, he saved 

himself from a fiery snake just with a knife. This incident tells us about his bravery which would 

help him to become ready for his adventurous life in future. 

In this time an incident happened in his life which tells us about his love for his country. Some 

European boys taunted him and his friends for their darken colour. Suresh protested but they became 

angry and tried to beat him. Suresh also punched them to save himself. They became injured. In the 

time, India was under British rule and no Indian could dare to beat a European person. But Suresh 

did. It shows his respect to his country and countrymen and bravery to protest against wrong. But 

then Suresh showed his great generosity. When he saw that the opponents were unable to continue 

the fight and resist his attack he shook his hands to them and helped them to reach their home as 

much as he could which gave the European boys relief.  

 

But later he took Christianity. 

A bohemian life  

After becoming a Christian, he had a problem with his father for his new religion and he left his 

house. In the time he felt severe problem for boarding and lodging. Mr. Ashton, the head of the 

London Missionary Society’s Institution gave him both shelter and food to keep on his studies to 

make his future smooth, his independent thinking and disagree to read traditional learning’s, he 

searched for a job.  Though he strolled and tried to get a job in then Government houses and 

mercantile offices but no one was eager to give him a job for his young age and knowing a little 

English. At last He got a job in a hotel. His work was to receive people mainly European people 

from the port and to take him to the hotel and guide him to explore the city. In the time, he had a 

wish to go abroad by ship and at last he went to Myanmar (then Burma). In the time once he had to 

combat with two dacoits in Rangoon and he also saved a woman from fire. Thereafter, the woman 

got in love with Suresh but Suresh left Burma. Then he went to then Madras but he got no job there. 

He had to roam there without any bread or penny. At last he got a job of caring two boys under an 

old man. After earning some money, he returned Kolkata. In the time, he read many travelogues 

which grow energy to see new countries in his mind. From a letter of Mr. Ashton, we come to know 

that he took a job as the assistant steward of a steamer and left India. Before leaving the country 

forever, he had met his mother last time. When he left India forever, he was an age under seventeen. 

After reaching London, at first he was amazed to see the glory of the town and he spoiled all his 

money. He took a job of a newspaper boy. But he could not keep him stable in one work. He left the 

job and roamed in the streets. After a while he took a job of a coolie. From the time, he started to 

save some money for need in future. But in the time a wife of a European carpenter man wished him 

to make a sexual relation. But he did not accept it and left London. He bought some cheap old things 

from market and started to sell it in rural areas of England. In the time he learnt English well. His 

good and loving attitude attracts many Europeans and from them he learnt many things including 

Mathematics, Chemistry and Astronomy. He also learnt Latin and Greek little beside English. 
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While roaming here to another, he got a job in a circus in then Kent province of England. It is 

important to say there that Suresh could not secure the job very easily, he had to face some difficult 

challenges and at last he got the job which had a chance to him to become a known person 

worldwide. Suresh made his first debut in the circus with a successful show at a small town in the 

county of Sussex. Here he became famous and his suffering for food and shelter was removed. There 

were some ladies in the Circus of whom one was a German lady. This lady and Suresh fell in love 

for each other. But after a few days, she had to leave the circus as she got news of her mother’s 

illness. She went back to Germany. Suresh became alone again. Here another important thing is told 

to that in the times he kept connection with his uncle by letters in which most of the parts were full 

of asking about his mother which tells about his love and respect to his mother. From these letters it 

has been also known that he wished to revisit his mother land India also. 

 Some days later he met professor Jamrach who was famous for training wild beasts. Suresh learnt 

many tricks to train wild animals from him. Now he became a successful trainer of beasts like lion, 

tiger, elephants and others. He became a witch in taming tigers and lions. Many riches called him to 

train their beasts as in the time there was a tendency to keep beasts in house as a sign of richness of 

people. He performed before many princes also over the Europe and beyond and received a huge 

number of praising words from the princes. He was so much renowned that he was allowed to show 

his wonderful mastery over fierce wild beasts in the World’s fair, held at the Royal Agricultural Hall 

at London in 1882 which was a great honor to an acrobat like him. In the way Suresh also became 

rich slowly. Here Suresh Biswas met Mr. Gazenbach of Hamburg. He was also famous for taming 

wild beasts and supplied wild beasts to many Zoological gardens throughout the Europe. Mr. 

Gazenbach offered Suresh an appointment of a large number of salaries which Suresh accepted. 

From Mr. Gazenbach’s collection, a tigress named Fannie and a young elephant named Bosco were 

very favourite of Suresh. The tigress behaved to Suresh as his pet cat. The elephant loved Suresh so 

much that after being sold to a person named Mr. Joge Carlo, it did not take any food until Suresh 

was taken to it. So Mr. Joge Carlo requested Suresh a handsome salary to join him. Suresh left the 

job of Mr. Gazenbach and joined him. While tendering, he went to Germany in a work and came 

across the German lady again. Actually the German lady was only daughter and heir of all the 

property of her dead mother and father. Though the lady and Suresh tried to be together but relatives 

of the lady did not accept Suresh, a black Indian person, as the husband of the lady. They even tried 

to kill Suresh. Suresh had to leave Germany and Europe. He went to America with a circus named 

Wombwell’s Great London Menagerie. The year was perhaps 1885 A.D. 

 

 Suresh Biswas in Brazil 

At first he went to New York then went to Mexico and at last in Brazil. He went to Rio De Janeiro. 

From the “La Cronica”, a very renowned and wide circulated newspaper of Buenos Ayres, we can 

know that here he gave speeches on various topics like Metaphysics and other subjects beside work 

in Circus. Now he can speak fluently in English, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 

Dutch and others. In the time Brazil was under monarch. Here Suresh was appointed as the 

superintendent of royal zoo. Here he fell in love on a German lady for second times. She was a 

daughter of surgeon there. Her name was Maria Augusta. Next he joined in Brazilian army. It is seen 

that he became appointed as a corporal of a small battalion at Santa Cruz in 1887 A.D. After some 

days he was sent to the hospital of Rio De Janeiro as the attendant of the hospital. Here he learnt 

about surgery and within a few days he became expert in surgery. Though he learnt many things to 

work, but he did not leave the contingent. But here he faced a problem. Once he himself says that on 

account of his colour, his rank was not upgraded. 

In 1893 he became a lieutenant. In the time he had friendly relation with many rich and noble 

persons of Brazil. Mr. Limos, a powerful landlord of the Rio De Janeiro was one of them. Now he 

married the Brazilian lady with whom he had been in relationship.  

From September month of 1893, Brazil faced a severe revolution against its central government. 

Mainly, rebellion comes from the navy. War started between navy and official contingents. 
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Rebellious warships tried to destroy cities like Rio De Janeiro “Santa Cruz do Sul”, “Joao Pessoa, 

Paraiba” and other cities. In the time Suresh with other soldiers fought bravely for Brazilian 

government. Rebellious soldiers of navy could not be able to defeat them. Then they tried to capture 

a small city named Nitheroy. 

At first they tried to turn official contingents upside down by throwing bombs from canons of the 

warships, and then they tried to capture the town in a face to face fight. In the time very few soldiers 

were in the town to protect the town. The general became frustrated and did not decide how to 

protect the city. Now Suresh came to the general and told him to give an order to make a small troop 

of only fifty soldiers under Suresh and to fight against rebellious soldiers. From a letter of Mr. Jims ( 

The letter is extracted in the book) which he sent to father of Suresh, it has been known that when the 

official soldiers under Suresh went to combat against the large number of rebellious soldiers, they 

asked Suresh and his companions who they were. With a great confidence and honor to Brazilian 

government, Suresh told them they were the legal soldiers of Brazilian republic and they did not fear 

to receive death. At first the small troops under Suresh could not combat the hard blow from 

rebellious soldiers, but Suresh addressing themselves as brave soldiers of Brazil ordered to capture 

the canons of enemies without fearing death. Here he addressed himself as a man of Hindustan and 

said today everyone would see what a man of Hindustan could do. It gives the idea of his love for his 

country and people of the country which he left many years ago but never forgot. And after a fierce 

battle for hours, Suresh and his troops got victory against the rebellious soldiers of navy. Thereafter 

what happened to Suresh was unclear. From the letter of Mr. Jims, it is also known that Suresh and 

his family were with him till February month of 1894. Then what happened to Suresh was not 

written in the letter. From the letter we can also know that Suresh with his knowledge on medicine 

and surgery cured wife of Mr. Jims whom no other person could cure. From a letter of Suresh to his 

uncle, we can know that after victory in the battle, in that night Suresh was strolling alone when a 

woman asked him where the bodies of dead soldiers were. Suresh took her to the place. But when he 

was returning, suddenly he was attacked by two rebellious soldiers. Suresh defended and attacked 

them fiercely. Then they fled. But after the skirmish, when he walked towards his house, he fainted 

in a bad smell of corpus and became senseless. When he got his sense again, he saw that he was in a 

hospital. He died in 22 September on 1905. 

From the biography of Suresh, written by Upendra Krishna Bandopadhyay, we can also know that 

“The Times” praised Suresh and wrote the race which can give birth of Jagadish Chandra Bose, Atul 

Chattopadhyaya and Suresh Biswas, these Bengalis should not be hatred. In a letter which Suresh 

sent to his uncle, he wrote his experience of war that in a war, our lives which we think as so much 

prize, can be sold as it were the cheapest things of the world. He also says that when enemies were 

far, many calculations may be done, but when they are near it is only one way to proceed with your 

all force. These accounts give a note on his thinking and feeling about wars and its ramifications. 

From a letter of him which he sent to his uncle, it is known that he loved Psychology very much. 

From the letter we can also come across about his thoughts on doctors as he says that the doctor 

without benevolence is like an angel without wings. He told himself as a vagabond again and again 

in his letters to his uncle. Actually he could not stay in one place for many days. Though his last life 

spends in Brazil, but till then he expresses his wish for travelling again and again in his letters. From 

one of his letter to his uncle, it has been known that many Bengali youths wrote him if there was any 

means to come in Brazil. From this, his popularity among then Bengali youths is easily known. 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose also wrote his name in his autobiography. 

Suresh Biswas was not the man who was not born to live in a place. He was born to wander the 

world. His characteristics give him the advantage to get success in life. The most important 

characteristic was his strong will. What he wants to do, he surely makes it possible. From his 

childhood, this strong expressed in various events of his life. Another one is sympathy and love to 

animals and mankind. For the reason, he gave a fight to rescue the squirrel from the claws of the cat 

in his two years and when the wife of carpenter expresses her love to Suresh, he can easily tell it to 

his husband or he can take chance of her love but he did not. Being a man of celibacy, Suresh did not 
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consider her love as it was treachery to her husband. And he also did not tell the truth to his husband 

or any others to respect her love. Women took a great place in his life. His mother was the first lady 

whom he respected very much. Then many women from different regions and different classes of the 

society came in his life who in many times turned his life in another way. For instance, it is said that 

once his fiancée and later his wife asked him that she would become happy to see Suresh in the dress 

of a soldier. For fulfilling the wish of his fiancée, he entered into contingents which took a great 

change in his life. If he did not join armies he would not join in the war of Nithroy and we cannot see 

his bravery as a soldier. 

 

Conclusion 

So at last we can say that Suresh Biswas was the person who could not be bounded in a small 

boundary. His bravery, strength, honesty, strong wills, sympathy for people and animals, intelligence 

made his journey from a village of Nadia in West Bengal to a lieutenant in Brazil. He was once 

inspiration of Bengalee youths. Satyajit Ray has written his name in various stories of Feluda and 

other series. We should feel pride for him as a Bengalee and as an Indian. But the name of Suresh 

Biswas has not known to most of Bengalees at present. But his lives should be studied. If the state 

government and the Central government will try to glorify these forgotten personages like Suresh 

Biswas, it may be the best homage to him and the other Indians like him. 
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